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this autocracy was, after all, local and conditional—a fact vi Burke overlooked or ignored. While wielding despotic auth in India, the new Viceroy was but an adjunct of the Bi constitutional machine. It is perhaps the highest of : achievements that he saw how to combine two ideals of Go' ment, the oriental and the occidental, in a way that cond to vigour of action in Bengal, and did not impair poi progress at home. While investing the real ruler of India powers far greater than those wielded by Warren Hasting subordinated them to the will of King and Parliament.
It has been asserted that Pitt was weak as a legislator
will be well to notice this charge at the close of these volu
But surely, when judged by all conceivable standards, his '.
Bills must take rank amongst the greatest of legislative act
ments.  For by those measures, Pitt subordinated the most p<
ful of all Companies to the British Parliament.   By it, j
have seen, he harmonized the claims of a viceregal auto
in the Orient with those of popular government at home
he thereby saved the British Empire from the fate which
that of Rome.  Historians of the Roman Republic agree th;
favourites of the Senate of the type of Verres who we:
loose on the provinces beyond the sea, not only proved the
frightful scourge to the subject peoples, but also underi
popular liberty at home by the unscrupulous use of their
dered hoards. The same system palsied the limbs of that E
and drugged its brain.   Whether the " nabobs " who roll*
from  India and settled down in England would finally
exerted this doubly baleful influence, it is futile to inquire
had they gorged and bribed for several generations, the rt! thr -aiprriisr t>|}i«jal*s at}«l |»t/-u.nt. iheir (uiit-lions.
